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RlAL

It is never easy to define Industrial Archaeoclogy. The social and industrial
historians of tae past often came very near to being industrial archaeologists,
but they failed to explain or amplify their histories, by going into the field
to find the evidence left by the people of whom they wrote. The 'archaeology’
part of I.A., is more that of fieldwalking, interpreting, using the eyes or the
tape measure, proving and/or adding to documentary evidence, than of actual
excavation; for although clearing is often necessary it is only rarely that
excavation is either necessary or desirable.

The coin then has two sides, documentary research and interpretation in the
field. Perhaps the whole raison d'etre of the emergent industrial archaeologist
has been the ability to merge the expertise of these two studies and thereby, in
a humble way, to give a new dimension to both subjects and engender a new way of
looking at history.

We included in our last Journal an article on paper-raking at Gun's Mill, but I
think we need maske no apologies that the main part of this Journal is devoted to
paper making in the Winchcombe area. One does not have to have a specialist
interest in paper to realise how immortant it is to all those with an interest
in the past. How much documentary evidence would be available to us if clay
tablets vere still in use? Often the mills which produced the paper have been
completely demolished and their only memorial is in the paper that was made on
the premises. The history of the industry lies in the watermarks enshrined in
the body of the paper itself. How many researchers in other fields ever look
for watermarks? - yet they can be an invaluable asset, a document of unknown
date with a papermark that can be tied to a certain period of working within a
particular firm is roughly dateable, The document may be later than the period
of the mark, but it cannot be earlier, and this information has, before now, been
used with devastating effect,

The Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society devoted much of their 1970 Journal
to .paper mills on the Bristol Avon and its tributaries. Now we e¢an record some
mills in the north of the county.

Paper has been made at Winchcombe for 250 years and the Society feels honoured
that Evans, Adlard & Co.Ltd., should wish to be associated with the Gloucester-
shire Society for Industrial Archaeology by publishing this history of paper
making at Postlip and other nearby mills in our 1975 Journale . We thank the
Company sincerely for their great material and financial help in producing this
Journal and wish them every future success.

It is heartening in these days of change, to celebrate the continual creation
of a product in one place for two hundred and fifty years, in the hands of nc
more than three families. We are not looking at a fosgilised industry, but one
that has adapted with the times. The firm has come a long way since Rudder in
1779, said 'fine writing paper is made at Postlip's Now notepaper is no longer



made here, perhaps anyway in this age of the disposable ball point pen, we no
longer deserve 'fine writing paper'. Today output is concentrated on filter
paper for various uses, particularly in the motor and aircraft industries, and
Evans, Adlard & Co.Ltd., are in fact the only significant makers, in the United
Kingdom, of paper for filters to provide sterile air for operating theatres.

i1t is with the greatest regret that I have to record here, the sudden death in
early October of W.G.H. (Bil)) Robina, Bill became, in 196, the first Chairman
of the Society, when he was Technical Manager of I.C.I. Fibres, Brockworth, and
remained actively engaged on the Committee until 1909, when he moved to Monmouth.
Two years spo he spoke at the Annual Dinner, which marked the 10th year of the
Society, Ille recalled the early problems of getting I.A. ™off the ground” in
(loucestershire, and the Society undoubtedly owes a great deal to Mr. Robins

and his fellow founder members who set us on so firm a footings I am eure every«
one who knew Bill will have very sincere sympathy for his wife Brenda in her sad

losa,

Congratulations to R.Howard Pullan on his appointment as Lngineer to the County
nf Gwent, He will be greatly missed in Gloucestershire especially by the G5Ih.
Ireagurer since the inception of the Society, Chairman October 1970 « 72, he hng
teen an unfailing source of strength to the Society throughout the whole time.
liis work as Gloucester lingineer and Surveyor has covered a period of pront chonge
iu the City, and he must have played a very large part in creating the excitin;

Gloucsster we see today.

iir, Pullan did much to further the preservation of Over bridges In his capocily
25 Planning Officer he was instrumental in having Gloucester Docks made a conrcr-
vation area, and has recently taken an active intereat in the future plans for

this section of the City.

We shall miss Beryl too, especinlly at our social functions, for I never recall
sneing Hra, Pullan without o smile and boundless enthusiasm for whatever project
happened to be in hands It is good news that even when the family moves wesluwaras,
probably in a few months, Mr. and Mrs, Pullan hope to keep in touch with the Socieiy

vhenever nossible,

t've J.EBs Tyrer is now living in Oxfordshire and has therefore had to leave the
Carmittee. He and his wife hope to join in some of our outings.from time to time.
iir. Tyrer has had the corsiderable job of organising the excursions over the lact
two seasons and we are very grateful to him for all the work he has put into this.
unenviable task, Our thunks go also to Mr. N.C. Ferry who took over the last few
outings of the summer and is now arranging those for next year.

‘The Fditorial does not necessarily express the views of the Committee.

The Secretary will be pleased to receive articles for inclusion in the Journal
or applications for membership. Correspondence should be sent toi«

Miss Amina Chatwin, 6 & 7, Montpellier Street, Cheltenham, GL50 1SX



EXSTER, April 20th.

1The first full-day excursion of the 197% season took 42 members
of the Society to zZxeter and the rfxe estuary.

A couple of hours were spent am ong the 70 or so boats on
exhibition in the uxeter liaritime iluseum. ‘fhese range from a
Severn coracle to a bDanish-built steam tug snd include speci-
mens from all over the world.

Led by Pfrotessor izlter .inchinion, of txeter University, the
party then toured nistoric parts of the city before inspecting
old limekilns by the river bank. Alter walking along The Strand
at Topshem with its butch nouses, they were able to visit the
Torsham Lhuseum throuzh the kindness of its ifounder, .liss Holman.

The day ended with stops at Lympstone yuey and Hxmouth Harbour,
Un the previous weekend, a small narty ol members visited the

Abbey and New .iills of Tubbs, Lewis and Co. at Kingswood and
wotton-under~kdise,

PORTSLOUTH., lay 11th,

Thirty-two members were .joined by friends from the South vilts
IA Society for a visit to the Portsmouth area.
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In view ol' the historic importance of the pgreat dockyard

it was natural that the pgreater part of Lhe day was spent with
naval uand militacy relics, ''he first, Fort didley, was one of
a chain of forts along Portsdown Hill built in the 1l860's to
defena the harbour against possible French land attack after
invasion forces had been landed elsewhere. 'fhe whole fort is
low-lying, surrounded by & deep ditch, and contains a labyrin-
th ol underground passages, magazines and gun emplacements,
which were thoroughly explored. .

After lunch there followed a visit to Eastney Pumping Station
which was built in 1868, Because the lower sewers terminate
well below sea level, the waste water has to be pumped into
storage tanks at a higher level before it can be pumped out to
sea on the ebbtide, The station was successively vpowered by
two sets ol heam engines, three Crossley 3as engines dating
from 1904, En:lish Electric motors in 1922, six Allen Disel-
engines, which are ctill kept in reserve and a post-war diesel
system, Alter viewing a preserved pair of 1t&7 -Jatt engines
which ran until 1955 and the various zas, diesel and electric
motors the party was conducted on a tour of the whole plant,
At the control punel the levels in the various drains ané tanks,
with the flows and operation of the score or so pumps were
shown by coloured lishts diagrammatically.

The day ended witn a visit to Southsea Castle iluseum in a
fort built by udency VIII in 15%9., Apart from the many models
of warships, particularly interesting was the original Block-
making machinery invented in “80v oy Sir Merc Brunel - the
first example of mass-production in the world.

'The zuide wae one of the society's own nembers kv Ray Peel.
Rotn. The City iluseum and Art Gallery, .useum Road, Old

Dnptsmouth P01 21J, has now published a booklet
"wactney Pumping Station®,

FORSLT O Duoad, June 28th,

Iir Jan Parsons led some twenty members to the Forest of Dean
where they surveyved the course of the Severn and ‘/ye Railway
and its associated tramroads from Churchway via .ireystock
and Lower Lydbrook to Bishopswood.

&mon; the industrial sites visited en route were the Churchway
sidings which served Vorthern United Colliery; Bilson Junction
where a few courses of stones are all that remain of Cinder-
topé's first station; Trafalwsr Colliery with its % mile

tunnel through Serridge to Strip-and-at-it Colliery; sdireystock
Briagze, tunuel and cable incline between Arthur and Edaward
Colliery screens and the pitheads; Lydbrook :harf and the Upper
and Lower millponds of Bishopswood Ironworks.

Despite the Forest's tLwo thousand years ol industrial activity



87

based on iron ore, timber and coal, it was most striking how
quickly abandoned sites had become overgrown within the space
ot a very few years. Only the evidence of contemporary maps
and plans explains the significance of the scanty physical
remains on the ground.,

The vhairman of the Society, ir Neville Crawford, thanked

»r Parsons for the considerable research he had undertaken to
provide a wealth of information about the places visited
which had made the day so enjoyable,

HERSFORDSHIRS July 12th,

dhen wr Inett Homes led a visit to Herefordshire,it was a
day with a difference., The emphasis was on the 1ndustr1al
archaeolosy of agriculture.

The first call was at a farm near Ledbury with a large three
storied sranary and three hopn kilns. These are a prominent
feature of the Herefordshire landscape, but only besgan to
appear in the 1850's; earlier kilns were contained inside
other buildings and their existence was not apparent from
outside.

During the l&€th and 19th centuries irrigation schemes were a
not uncomrmon feature on many farms. By theic use it was
possible to sow a second crop in the summer after the first
had been jathered in. Some schemes continued to supcly water
until atter the second world war, bubt succumbed to the regu-
lations baznninz the use oif open water suoply channels to TT
attested herds. 1The remains of two larze and complex schemes
vere visited, at Day douse Farm, Kingsland and Court of Noke
farm. Loth farms hac derelict water wheels which were used
to power threshin; boxes, chaff cutters and other machinery.

Also seen were the site of a private izas works at Shobden
Court, shobden and tembridze churches ana a water pumning
stution at Hurton Jourt containing a disused tut intact
waterwvheel. An unexpected bcnus was the oprortunity to see
the exhibition of authenbic histocical costumes at Burton
Court., &r J. Tyrer tnanked iir Homes for a most enjoyable and
instructive day and was warmly apdlauded.

N.C. Ferry.

There was also 3 trip tnrough the Dudley 2unnel which was
reviewed on an earlier occasion in & previous Journal.
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N.,C.Ferry.

The Annual Dinner of the Gloucestershire Society for
Incuctrial Archaeology was held on March l4th at the Fleece
Hotel, Gloucester, in aid of the Reg. lorton memorial Fund.

The chief guest for the evening was .ir .uichael Darby, Vice=-
President ol the Ironbridge Gorzge iuseum Trust, and himself
a descendant of Abrsham Darby who first used coke to smelt
iron at Coalbrookdale in 1709,

Mr verby recalled how the museum was started in 1959 to
commemorate the 250th anniverssry oI Abraham Darby's
innovation and now embraced a numoer of sites alons a three-
mile stretch c!f the Severn Gorge including five blast furn-
aces ransing in date from 1638 to 1840, Thanks to the
entnucsiasm of Reginald George Morton, a founder member of
the imseum Trust, who died in 1972, a 42 acre derelict site
on Blist's Hill is being developed as an open-air museum
with coal-mining exhibits includinz a drift mine and a shaft
mine with a working steam winding, engine; a canal and an
inclined plane daown to the civer.

Now the opportunity had arisen to acquire from walmsley's

of Bolton,who sre the last producers of wrought iron still
working,all the »lant necessary to make wcouzht iron.

Two puddlinr furnaces, are beinz made available with a

steam hammer unéd steam-powered rolls. "Use is the best form
o. preservation" said ¥r Darby "conservation on such a scale
was previously unheard of", A"Reg Morton semorial Fund" has
been launched to cover the cost of setting up the iron works
complex.

sir Darby concluded by stressins the importance of the
scholarship involved in research and preservation being made
available to Hhe zeneral public, even it not all visitors
could comprehcend everthing - like the lady who looking at a
besm enzine coniessed "1 don't know what it is, but I think
it's « winenress!". )

Mise Amina TUhetwin, Hon. Secretary of the Society noved a
vote of thanks. (he spoke or Mr imorton's invaluable work
on the history of metallurgy and his researches into

the technolozy ol iron smelting, particularly in Roman and
iedieval times. She recalled also Hr lkorton's unrailing.
help and encourasement to all those who were.interested in
his subject. She was delighted that the Society, through
the dinner znd donations, had raised £50 for the fund.





