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A NEW HISTORY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE
SAMUEL RUDDER 1779

Our last Journal reprinted those sections on industry
from Rudder's history listed under Gloucester and
places beginning with A, We now continue those parishes
arranged under B and C,

BARNSLEY

There are large quarries, on the north-east side of the
village adjoining to Bibury, where they raise a very
excelilent kind of white freestone, almost equal to that
of Bath, The pits are fifty or sixty feet deep, out of
which they get the blocks of stone by means of a wheel
and axis,

Atoul twenty years ago; a vein of coal was found in one

ol those pits, which gave hopes to the country of being
supplied from thence at an easy rate, with that useful
fuel, which came so expensive to them by reason of long
carriage; but those hopes were soon fustrated, and the
proprietor disappointed. Indeed I am told that the matter
was never examined into with that diligence and persever-
ance which the importance of it required.

BARRINGTON (GREAT)

Here is ¢.... & quarry of freestone remarkable for its
durableness, and therefore, it is said, much of the stone
hath been used in repairing of Westminster abbey; and
Blenheim-~house was built with it,

The broad cloth manufacture hath been carried on here,
but there is very little at present.
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BERK ST1Y

What the town was above two centuriss back, may be seen
by Leland's description of it: 'The Towne of Berkeley',
says he, ' is no great Thinge, bubt it standythe well,
and in a very jgood Soyle. It hathe very muche occupied,
and yet some what dothe, Clothinge.'

...Several o0ld accounts mention the clothing trade having
flourished iu bhis place, but it Lath long since deserted
it, and is not rucceeded by any other kind of msnufacture.

It haoth been cobsupved that this borough gives name to one
of the hundreds of the couunty, which ie very large,

con: isting of thirty-three parishes and tithings, beside
the borough....... This hundred is famousg for producing
the heat cheese in the xingdom,

A3 the parish is large, so the solls sre various; but a
red kind of earth or clay entecs into the composition of
most of Lhem, There are some orchards that produce goocd
cider, The oak thrives well here, but 'fis no where less
cultivated. It is shocking to see alrost all the %rees
wantonly lopt and headed for firing, & practice Lhe more
inex-ussble, as the forest-cosl is rendered cheap by
means of the ravigation up the river,

There is plenty of iron ore in this perish, but not a
sufficiency of wood bto work it. However , il eappesrs

by the gr2at qusntities of rich cinders ahich have beeun
lately found at Peddinzton, and carried to Lhe {urnaces
in the to~est of Dean, that our ancestors hal iron-woris:
nere,

BICKNCR (ENAGLISH)

This village , like most others in th Torest of lean,
produceth coal and iror onre,

BISLEY .Challord-~bottom,

chalford- bottom is a deed and uarrow valley, about a
mile in length, lying pertly in Minhinhampton, but the
gireater part, beins on the north sice of the piver whizh
cuns t0 Stroud, is in this parish. I !he curious
traveller's ficst approach, it presenlis at onze a very
striicing and respeciable appe&rance, censisting of g
great number of well-built houses, «gusl Lo o lillle
town, lyiny very contiguous, but not joined together,
Thece are intermixt with rows of tenters, alonz {he
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glde of the hill, na shich the :loth i+ <teelched in the
.process of mekinz. ¥ This variety nf landscupe s ancom-
monly pleasingz, and so great and eurprising is the
ecclivity where some of the buildings stend, that In
different apiproaches te the same hoase, yYou ascend to
the lowest story, und descend to the highest, In Lhis
boltom are «i_ht fulling-mills, and here gud in the
villages above the hil}), called the Lincher, within thue
parish, great numbers of people, employed in the differ-
ent tranches of the woollen manufascharr, reside, But
the trede has lately been very much on the decline.

Sir Rohert Atkyns ssrerts, but I know noi upon what
authorit,, that the first clothing-mill in these paris
was erected in Todsmore, Todesmore-bot!om, ln thic
parish; snd that the famous Roger Bacon, commenly »lled
friar Bscon , (an rminent mathematicisa snd philoscpher
for the =:3e he lived i), end thence reputed & conju:rac
by the vuigar) wsas born there; and that he war educ:ted
at St, Mery's Chspel in Chalford, now Ui, Mary'e mill,
.v..But Ur.Csve and oth2r blographers wuke Ilchester

in Srmerset to be the place of thut sreut man's nalivity,
de died in 1284,

Irohum, “r Trouzhewm. Tithing in the perisi: T Bisley.

This plsce is remarkabla for quacci=ss of sooi tile,

from which the vule country is supply'd sl “ive shilliugs
a thousand, ovr twenty five =hillings “he wazou-loaud.
Should the qavization to Stroud tske place, it is proboble
this article may be of considerable cons-jucnce.

Beneractions, Bisley.

Mr Thomes Butler, clothier, in 168, gave £:!.108 a year
for & sermon, end bread bto Lhe pour.

Mr Walter Ridler, clothier, in 1697, gave i .00,

% Aftar scouring or washing cloth §s stretched, by
measns of hooks, on tenterin; frsmes to dry. This
preveats creasing end shrinkage. The freme: or racks
can still be secen in use today in Treland. Presumubly
dimilar racks were used after fulling, see the reference
to Netherlypiatt iu editoriul, A.C,
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BITTON

Grest quantities of coal are dug in this parish, out of"
pits which are fifty ysrds deep, and some of them more.
Here is also plenty of iron-ore, snd rich cinders of
the sume metal, for smelting of which a furnace has
lately heen erected, where they use coke instead of
charcoal.

Ceveral manufactures sre carried on here, which degerve
particular notice., The bras-mills are large wocks for
making utensils ard thin plates of that metal., There are
8l1s0 machines fopr rolling and splitting of iron, tor
grinding of logwood, &c. and a pin-manufacture, thouszh

yet in its infency, furnishes employment for a corsiderezble
number of hands.,

Hanhegm, Tithing, of Bitton.

There were formerly two machines in bthis tithing lor
raising water for the use of the city of Bristol, taken .
notice of in some books, but they were removed in Lhe
year 1720,

ca

The poor asre employed in the clothing business, by
masters ab Dursley and Uley; but sbont thirty years amo,
there were thre« or four considerable clothiers residing
ir this parish, who are since dead, or have declined
business,

CHEITENHAN .

’.

Here is no manufacture carried ou, hi:l. the women snd
children of the poorer sort spin woollen yarn, for the
clothiers about Otroud.

CIRENCESTER

It has two weekly markets, on monday snd triday. The firct,
for grain and all sorts of commodities, is very much
frequented; the other is chiefly for wool, bubkchers-meat,
and poultry. The wool-market was once very considerable,
'5111 the deslers in that article hegan to travel the
country, and buy their wocol at the farm-houses, wshich at
length had its effect, that instead of thirty or rorty
wegggon-loads, which used to be brouzght hither every marketb-
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day, there has been, for some time, wcaprcely any acat to
market; and the Boothazll, where the wocl was usually
deposited, is now taken down.

Frequent oppositiorns in the borough, in choosing thelr
represent 2 tives in psrliament, have nade the poor
inhabitants wneore licen! fous, and lezs indastrions, bhesa
shey Tormerly were., These circenmstances are unfavoiurgble
to menufactares, and enerslly prevent them from rising
Lo any d=gree of eminvace, The cloathing husine:se
clourishes here, accorltiang bo TLeland, in the reisn of
King Heopry the Eighth; but at present: little is dnee lo
Lbhat manulachure,

The: beuvy edze-tools o) Lhis place are in great repulzt-
ton, wspeciglly bhose knives which curriers ase in
shaving leather; and which £ind a market all over EBurope
end Americea., Jool-:om' tng is on the decline. Carpet-
maging habth lately been inftroduced; and there sre a few
sheneys, harrateen:™uord Lisht stuffs manufactured, But
stoeking frome-knittinz, which was set on foot about
forty years <since, ilies at the lagt gasp, under many
disadvantages, and iLs only kept from expiring by Lie
cozdial influence ol a very large estate, which wey
charitebly intended to promcte some considerable
naaufacture here, The principal busines: is woolsiapling
and yarn making, Cor which the town is well gitucted,
nea: the clothing couuntry.

Benelfactions.

The Yellow Schonl was erected and endowed by #ill of

Mre Rebeccu Powell, w#ho died in bthe yeer 1722, 813 leit
an estate for that purpose. 4 schocl huvuse was purchased
snd fitted up =t the -expence of near £120C but some
difficullies arieiny shout carrying the will into oxecub-
ion , the court of chancery, upon anplicsation Lo ih,
decreed Lhat ¢212. 8= per annum be wpply'd to cloathing,
mgintairning, teachi-ag Lo write and cast accoants, =nd
brin~ing up twenty boys in the art of stocking-{rene
¥Fnitting, Twerty sirls avre also cloathed every year,

and are hLaught to read, and to epin worseted.

James Shewell, silkiman, jave £10, and Mrs Blizabeth
Bdwards, in 1726, pave £100 the annual peoduce of all
#hich ko he apply'd to putting out poor zhildren appreni-
ices,

¥ Huarrotaen - a #ind of liren fubric formerly used for
cartains «nd bed furnishings, Cheyary - 91 ohgolete
word Jor Jhira, Was similarly a lightweight foenish-
ing fabrie, Ths General Advertiser 1789 vaferu to
"Ready-m=de Tyrniture,...eitther Hesrrateens, Cheney,
Tlower'd "ot%on, checks", .0
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John Oates, clothier, £10. 1680.
William Kerby of London Salter £10.

The large engine for extinguishing fire was given by

Sir Benjamin Bathurst. That of a more modern construct-~
ion, built by Newsham, was presented to the town by the

two representatives .... The small one was purchased by

the inhabitants of the town.

CLIFTON

The river Avon empties itself into the estuary of the
Severn at Kingroad, seven or eight miles below Clifton,

The tide rises to the height of thirty feet and upwards,
upon which the merchant-ships ride into the port of Bristol.

There are antient fortifications and entrenchments
upon Clifton~hill, where a wind-mill now stands.....

Mr Goldney has a handsome house here, with fine gardens,
a grotto of shell-work, and a canal with fountains,
supply'd with water by a fire-engine

The stone in this part of the country is rich in iron
ore, which when broken from it, is of various colours,
redish, crimson, brown, and yellow; some like spar,
only heavier and transparent; others like emery, and
there is a sort in pieces, beautifully streaked, and
rising in the appearance of little bubbles, which the
druggists call the blood-stone....

In the same rock are veins of lead-ore, intermixed with
a brown stone, of the nature of calamine; which is not
uncommon in these parts., And there are several sorts

of ochre of different shades, from a deep red to a light
lemon-colour, but they are never found except about the
lumps of iron-ore, from which they originate.

CRANHAM

eeseos iS remarkably uneven, with many steep and rugged
hills covered with beech wood.

Thelarge beech wood is usually converted into gun-stocks
for Birmingham, and the waste and smaller wood into charcoal,

D SRS

#% The use of the word 'fire-engine' at this time
denotes a Newcomen Engine.
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CROMHALL

The fosgll productions of this village are pit-coal, and
white-lay stone., Of the former there is a great plenty;
but the works are relaxed for some time, The latter is
common to many other neighbouring parishes, It burns to
an excellent kind of white, strong lime, in msking of
which some of the labouring inhabitants are employed,
whilst the women and children spin wollen-yarn for the
clothiers about Wotton-under-edge.





